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AN EASTER MESSAGE 


Tussy wrote this message at Eastertide last year, too late for it to reach Toc H all over 
the world, as he had intended. It has now gone out to all the Toc H magazines overseas, 
as well as to the Journar. He himself, as readers know, has been across the World as 
Chaplain to the Anglo-Iranian Tanker Fleet. His first voyage landed him in Aruba, the 
island in the Dutch West Indies, where—very soon after his visit—a number of tankers were 
sunk by enemy action. He then passed through the Panama Canal to the Pacific, to California 
and up the coast to San Francisco. Now he has crossed the Continent and ts likely to be 
spending Easter in New York. Best wishes to him and prayers for a safe voyage home ! 


T is my privilege, and my desire, to send 

throughout Toc H, if I may do so through 
your courtesy, a word of confidence, a note 
of cheer, an invitation from an carly friend 
—who is a free-lance member of the Move- 
ment and in no sense controls its policy—to 
you on whom its destinies are laid. You arc 
indeed lawful inheritors of the whole Move- 
ment in your generation, and you will either 
hand it on impaired by your neglect, or 
strengthened and enlarged by thought and 
prayer devoted to its increase. Those few 
of us who have been in Toc H since it began 
are now fast dying out. We realise, I think, 
our unimportance, and we thank God that 
men have been brought in who have already 
taken on the task. To these and to yourselves 
we simply say that Toc H is intended, we 
believe, to worship God in Christ—its first 
true task—and where this worship falls into 
decay harm will occur and the whole work 
diminish. Toc H must never contradict the 
law of its own being which created it—this 
is the fact that every Christian work must be 
most clearly based on Christian worship. 

All worship in Toc H invades the week- 
day. Sundays can be no substitute with us for 
this. On Sundays we belong to our own 
Churches, and must be loyal to that obliga- 
tion; but on the week-days our great Brother- 
hood calls us to work and pray, witness and 


plan, as fellow servants in the Cause of Christ 
—only a few in number, here and there. We 
must not be depressed by our small numbers, 
nor must we lose our own deep cmbattled 
hopes of winning in more men to share with 
us the task we see ahead. We need their 
help; we have an obligation, first, to make 
friends and, then, to let them see true samples 
of Toc H, however small, working away with 
humour and with patience. They must then 
judge Toc H as they think right, and, either 
join its ranks, or else see more until they are 
convinced of its true worth. Work of this 
kind, accomplished by each member, from 
man to man, will ultimately build the true 
Toc H. No cheap alternative, in the convic- 
tion of the men who shared the intimate, 
peculiar fellowship of the old Upper Room 
in Poperinghe, can be a substitute for this 
conception. 

Toc H was not prepared, as a Society, to 
undertake new work when War began. 
Toc H must be prepared, through tribulation, 
to undertake to carry on its work through 
the great darkness into the time when the de- 
liverance comes. It must be true to the tra- 
ditions of its Founders, and carry its message, 
through Service, to the Forces, wherever they 
may be. Many of our best men have now 
already passed into Peace; those who survive 
the War will not be in the mood for minor 
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things—what they behold throughout the 
years ahead will not be trivial. Rooted in the 
Christ, Toc H can live; otherwise it will fall 
into stagnation, lack of genuine purpose, 1n- 
ferior hands, and it will have no future. 

I write all this to-night upon the brink of 
a Good Friday, when the One True Cross 


AROUND 


A Royal Visit 
(YN April 16, 1940, soon after the Club 
opened, St. Stephen’s Services Club in 
Westminster received a delightful private visit 
from H.M. Tue Kine, Patron of Toc H. And 
on March 5, 1942, after nearly two years of 
eventful history, it was visited, equally pri- 
vately, by H.M. Tue Queen, Patroness of the 
League of Women Helpers. Only the Service 
men who use the Club—men of the three 
Services from Britain, Canada and New- 
foundland, Australia and New Zealand, 
South Africa, and Free France—and the 
Club’s faithful helpers were ‘in the know.’ 
There were brief formalities, but the visit 
itself was charmingly informal. As one of 


those present writes: 

“ Perhaps we should have cheered the «Queen 
on her arrival. I don’t know—except. that the 
atmosphere was so charged with the joy of seeing 
her in our midst that we forgot to do so... The 
Queen moved freely among the men, chatting with 
one and then another, putting them all at their 
ease by her kindly enquiries about their families, 
homes and the countries from which they came. 
She paused, for instance, on her way to speak 
to a Canadian and he pulled his friend forward, 
saying ‘This is my pal’: the Queen smiled and 
greeted the friend also. 

" Her Majesty made a complete tour of the 
Club, going up the stairs (she refused the lift, 
saying she preferred ‘ mountaineering ") to the 
Dining Room and Billiard Room, the Library and 
the Dormitories. She stopped and talked to the 
lads wherever she met them cn route. In the 
Dining Room she met many of the voluntary 
women helpers, and then went into the cramped 
kitchen to meet the domestic staff. 

“ Returning to the ground floor again, she was 
shown the Chapel by Gilbert Williams, who ex- 
plained that it had served as a cocktail-bar before 
the war and had been furnished as a Chapel for 
Toc H by Mr. and Mrs. Prancis Walker, in 
memory of a young son who had died. ‘The 
Queen thought it beautiful and took the greatest 
interest in its regular use. 

“Iu the big Lounge the boys had arranged 
themselves in lines, like a guard of lionour, and 
as the Queen passed between them sle had a 
word for each. She signed the Visitors’ Book 
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looks down upon a number of new Crosses, a 
world of pain, a sea of suffering. Easter will 
dawn, bringing to millions of mankind, now 
sorely stricken with tribulation they have not 
deserved, the sure hope that bappiness once 
more will be restored. P BAGI 


THE MAP 


and received a Toc H Services Club badge, and 
returned to the entrance hall again. There she 
paused to ask an 18-year-old Newfoundland sailor 
about his home—it was delightful to watch his 
happiness. The Club business, meanwhile, was 
carried on as usual, and even a conversation be- 
tween tlie Queen and ' Fergie’ (Mrs. Ferguson, 
of the Services department) was interrupted by 
an unwitting telephone enquiry from the Y.M.C.A, 


for a bed for a soldier! 
" Saying good-bye, she turned and bowed and 


went out through the revolving doors again. This 
time three tremendous cheers went up from all . 
those in the Hall.” 

As you might expect, there has since been 


much talk in the Club about the Queen’s visit 
and many small touches will be remembered. 
No one was more charmed, almost taken by 
surprise, by her simple and ‘democratic ’ 
approach than serving men from overseas. 


Presidents of Toc H 

Since our last issue we have cause to refer 
to several of our Presidents. To Dr. Cosmo 
Gorpon Lane, as he retires from the high 
position of Archbishop of Canterbury, we 
offer our sincere thanks for interest in the 
affairs of Toc H for a good many years. His 
advice was sought and given on various occa- 
sions, and great gatherings of members saw 
and heard him at several Birthday Festivals. 
Dr. Wittiam TEMPLE, who has succeeded him, 
is an old and active member of Toc H. As 
Bishop of Manchester he was familiar to the 
local membership and to Mark IV. As Arch- 
bishop of York he was always ready to help, 
in private as in public, when we asked him. 
His talks to Toc H audiences, including a 
memorable conference in his own grounds at 
Bishopthorpe, have left their mark on the 
minds of many of us. And now, as he takes 
up the highest office in the Church, of 
England at one of the most critical moments 
in the history of Church and State, our best 
wishes and our prayers go with him. His 


successor at York, Dr. Gannkrr, was Tubby’s 
vicar during his first curacy in the famous 
parish of St. Mary’s, Portsea, and knew 
Toc H, so to speak, long before it was born. 
We have to chronicle, with proud thanks- 
giving for a man of true greatness, the death 
of the Very Rev. Sir Georce ADAM SMITA, 
whose appointment in 1925 as a President of 
Toc H was a token of the interest of the 
Church of Scotland in our movement. 


"This Desirable Residence ' 


There have been a good many references 
in these pages to the Toc H Clubs in Egypt, 
two in Alexandria and one in Cairo. A very 
long letter from Alan Cowling (it was written 
before Christmas but did not reach H.Q. 
until March ro) gives much news of these, 
as well as hints of some interesting prospects 
of further work in the Middle East, not yet 
for publication. The constant, pressing prob- 
lem is zen—far too few Toc H men to meet 
all the present and future nced, and far too 
many Service men who want the things we 
are trying to provide. Take one urgent need 
—accommodation during leave. 


" We have managed," Alan writes, ''to per- 
suade a Greek family in the Alex premises that 
a flat on the other aspect of tlie building would 
suit them better and so their flat, which adjoins 
our present annexe, is ours and gives us an extra 
30 beds, making 110 in all. I honestly believe 
that no extension would be sufficient to cope with 
those wanting the hospitality of Toc II during 
their leave of a few days." 


Then, in Cairo something had to be done 
for officers—" a big job, but it has met a 
desperate need, for previously it was not pos- 
sible for junior officers to get reasonable 
accommodation at a price they could afford." 
Toc H started with an Officers Club on 
another floor of the same building. We have 
now handed this over as ‘ Wesley House ' for 
Methodist troops; Talbot House provides their 
meals, the weekly Fellowship has moved up- 
stairs from our premises, the Sunday services 
for both are held in our Chapel. The work 
for officers, as for men, required a bigger 
plan, and the “ Osborne House Junior Offi- 
cers’ Club " was started. It is not a Toc H 
venture, but Toc H had a good deal to do 
with instigating it and keeps a share in its 
running. 


“It gives," says Alan, “ 110 single bedrooms 
at special prices for juntor officers, plus a ball- 
room, long bar, restaurant, lounges, cardroom, 


ete., downstairs. The proprietor, a Russian, still 
inanages the Club, but the Co-ordinating Com- 
mittee have lent him £2,500 for decorations and 
alterations, whilst Mrs. Were (wife of the British 
Consul-General), an Army officer, and myself as 
Chairman, are the House Committee and control 
the whole of its activities.” 


The Leave Accommodation scheme, using 
this method of adopting hotels and pensions, 
began modestly as a plan to solve the over- 
flow of our Clubs. 


" As time went on the field became too large 
for us. We were in effect controlling 3,000 beds 
in Cairo. So we put up the wish for military sup- 
port in inspecting the places, meeting trains and 
adding to the by-product amenities (e.g. informa- 
tion bureau), with the result that the Cairo Area 
military authorities have now taken over tlie com- 
plete scheme, with a small committee, with Mrs. 
Were and myself, representing the ‘ voluntary ’ 
cr non-military side (being two out of the five 
meinbers), and the Area Commander in the chair. 
That was splendid, we thought—anii so it is prav- 
ing; now the number of pensions, etc., tops 120 
and the number of beds 5,000. How from small 
beginnings do big things come! .. . It would 
be wrong to say that either of these ventures is 
entirely Toc H, though I assure vou that the 
things for which Toc H stands are never absent 
from the planning, either in Osborne House or 
Leave Accommodation scheme.” 


“Spontaneous Combustion ' 


Alan Cowling goes on to describe the work 
in Palestine, the House at Tel Aviv (where 
“you immediately get the ‘home’ atmos- 
phere ") and the premises which, with great 
difficulty, Toc H has got in Jerusalem. He 
ends with some “ musings and reflections,” 
which will find an echo, we fancy, in some 
minds in Toc H at home. 


“One thing," he begins, ‘always makes me 
rejoice. In spite—or-perhaps because—of the 
lack of any close organisation from the centre, 
there seems no end to the Groups, circles, wings, 
call them what you will, which have sprung up 
in the name of Toc H all over the Middle East. 
Wherever Toc H members find themselves they 
have had a desire to meet together, bring in their 
pals and keep alive the fellowship and service 
to one another. This to me is a sure sign that 
the ' Toc H spirit’ we talked so much about is 
real, alive and, best of all, spontaneous, and does 
not need a welter of Area and District Committees 
and all that to bring it into reality. I can’t see 
these men returning and being satisfied to make 
the round of boring and crushing committee meet- 
ings and so forth. They will demand a free ex- 
pression of their need for that which Toc H gives 
them—a chance to express themselves... . 
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Generally we have insisted that the only sound 
plan is to find out by experience just how mar 
expression of Toc H shall be worked out in the 
very varying circumstances of iheir Service con- 
ditions. Maybe that's the other end of the pen- 
dulum to the sometimes stereotyped meetings m 
Home Areas, but I've a feeling that the result 
will have a not inconsiderable effect on the da 
of many men to ' have a go ' at Toc H when they 


return to * civvy street. " 


By all the sacred Rules oj the Road, rank 
treason! But let's ponder it well. It is so 
refreshing. 


Not forgetting the Lepers 


* Belra's? claims on the little band of Toc H 
Leprosy Volunteers in West Africa and on the 
support and prayers of members at home did 
not cease with the outbreak of war. The 
work goes unceasingly forward and our men, 
with the exception of one or two now in the 
Forces (it was a hard choice, whether to go 
or stay), are at their posts. As an example of 
the need for this, let us quote from a long 
letter home from Dr. Davey, head of the 
Uzuakoli Settlement in Nigeria, where our 
volunteers, Fred Tuck, Will Walter, Norman 
Crayford and Lawrence Dalton work : 


" This year (1941) has witnessed an extraordin- 
ary advance here. With two doctors working 
together for the first time, and a Toc H man 
specially working outside the Colony, things have 
moved by leaps and bounds. .. We now have 
29 clinics, and before the year ends there will 
be 33. . . It all means that a golden opportunity 
is before us for striking right to the heart of the 
leprosy problem in this, one of the largest and 
most densely-populated Provinces of Nigeria. 
Patients are pouring in to the clinics; we now 
have between 6,000 and 7,000 and could, in point 
of fact, go on increasing the work indefinitely. 


" L am now, however, having to say ' No more’ 
when new requests arrive, for, even with the best 
will in the world, my present staff is incapable 
of grasping the opportunity which awaits us, and 
I shall simply have to refuse, . . 


“ Now I want to pay tribute to the work of the 
men vou have given me. Great demands are 
being made upon them, but they are throwing all 
their energy into the work—thongh, with only 
two here al present, it is almost as much as they 
can do simply to maintain the work at Uzuakoli 
alone. This letter is in the nature of an S.O.S., 
asking you to let me have the largest possible 
staff. . . Given the staff, we can simply wipe out 
leprosy over a large area. At present we are con- 
centrating on about one-fifth of the Province. . . 
It is now quite obvious that all suggested figures 
for leprosy incidence in Nigeria are wide of the 
mark. I am sure there are almost 100,000 lepers 
in our Province alone, . ." 
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So a tiny but gallant army wages war 
against an enemy as terrible as Hitler and far 
older. In the midst of our own strain and 
danger we must spare time to remember this 


campaign and help where we can. Don't. 


forget the address of ‘ Belra ’—British Empire 
Leprosy Relief Association, 25, Kidderpore 
Avenue, London, N.W.3. Keep in touch by 
taking its excellent Quarterly Magazine (ad.) 


Rhodesia says Goodbye 


Sir Hergert SraNLEY has long led Toc H 
in Southern Africa as its Hon. Commissioner 
and Chairman, first while he was High Com- 
missioner in the Union of South Africa (1931- 
35) and then as Governor of Southern 
Rhodesia, where, with the help of Norman 
High, whom we sent out from home, he put 
Toc H very much on the map. Now he 
leaves Rhodesia, followed by the good wishes 
and affection of all members there; they bade 
him an official farewell on December 22. The 
Area Secretary of Rhodesia, Jimmy Swan, 
writing to the Hon. Overseas Commissioner 
in January, says: 

'* We are feeling sad about the departure of Sir 
Herbert because we can claim to be almost a 
Toe H Colony. Every town and most villages 
have units, and when Ronnie Anderson (General 
Secretary, Southern Africa) visited us in '40, he 
remarked that in all his interviews he never had 
occasion to explain Toc H to a Rhodesian because 
they claimed knowledge of it. H. E. (the 


Governor) and Norman High were responsible 
for this happy state of affairs.” 


A War Services Compaign 


The Central Revenue Committee (see 
page 56) is organising a Toc H War Services 
Luncheon, which will be held at Grosvenor 
House, London, on April 21, when the First 
Lord of the Admiralty, the Rt. Hon. A. V. 
Alexander, C.H., M.P., will speak. This 
will initiate publicly the campaign for funds 
and it is hoped that Toc H will get consider- 
able publicity with special reference to its war 
services. 

Reports of progress from the various 
Revenue Committees will appear in the 
Journat from time to time. Any offers of 
help or suggestions will be gladly received 
and should be addressed to the Bursar, Toc H 


Headquarters, 47, Francis Street, London, 
S.W 1. 
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A Welcome in India 


India is very much in the news just now 
and likely to be more so, but we do not hear 
a great deal from the family of Toc H there. 
But a West Country member, now a Petty 
Officer in the Royal Navy, writes: 


' T was in Bombay three months, which gave me 
à good opportunity of seeing the place. In doing 
so I went one Sunday evening to the Cathedral, 
where I met some members of Toc H. ‘To their 
flat I was taken and I received a wonderful wel- 
come. The four I met were very active members 
of the Bombay and Byculla Branches. They in- 
vited me to their meeting at the Seamen's Mis- 
sion. ‘There I received another hearty welcome, 
and liad the pleasure of meeting and chatting with 
Sir Hugh Clayton (Tubby's brother), known as 
‘Pop ' to so many. I also met Padre Tanner. It 
was just grand to meet such friends. That visit 
naturally led to many more. In my talk with 
Sir Hugh he arranged to take me for a run if I 
would bring three other lads. One ‘Thursday 
afternoon he came along to the R.N. Depot and 
picked up the four of us, taking us first to his 
House, where we met Lady Clayton and Miss 
Clayton, and goiug different places with them, 
finally returning to their home to dinner and a 
chat. It was a wonderful afternoon and evening.” 


Toc H in a Battalion 

Here is a letter which speaks for itself. 
The writer is a Colonel, who having tried out 
'Toc H in one battalion he commanded, has 
lately been moved to the command of another. 


He writes to the Services Secretary at H.Q.: 

“ Your letter found me in a new Battalion with 
no Toc H team. So I decided to encourage our 
Padre to start one, which he did. It is now in 
full swing—come and have a look at it. . . 

' A Battalion of necessity has some bad hats. 
It is no use merely punishing them. One must 
create the good influences to overpower their bad 
influences. A Toc H team is the greatest such 
influence for good—just by being good men and 
good soldiers." 

And here is the Padre's report which the 
Colonel encloses. It gives some points which 
arose in discussion by the team of a letter 


from the Services Secretary : 

1. The primary objective of service in a Toc H 
Army Team must be the maximum contribution 
to the ‘ morale’ of the unit. 

2. While the conventional jobs undertaken by 
a peace-time Branch are obviously impracticable 
in an army unit, our experience has been that 
our members have been anxious to express them- 
selves in some extra jobs for their fellows, e.g. 
(a) The secretary (a private soldier oi the Orderly 
Room staff) has secured permission from the 
matron of the nearest hospital for our members 
to visit men of the unit who are in that hospital, 
and a panel is now in operation. 

(b) The Team has undertaken responsihility for 
ihe Unit Reading Room and Library. At their 


own suggestion, one Toc H member per night 
will be on duty to issue books, and in addition 
to take every opportunity of making contact with 


Especially they will keep 


men using the room. 
the last 


their eyes open for the recruits in 
' intake.’ 

3. A valuable role played by tlie team is espe- 
cially helpful to the Padre as members are fre- 
quently raising matters in the life of the batta- 
lion—a man in the Transport, perhaps, with 
domestic worry—a minor discontent in another 
section, due to an easily removed misunder- 
standing, etc. 

One of the encouraging features of the ‘Team's 
development has been the sense of responsibility 
shown by the members in the direction of main- 
tenance of ‘morale’ in the unit, and the con- 
structive suggestions made. Recently the Padre 
had a talk to a new ‘ intake,’ and the Team gave 
him material help when asked to answer the ques- 
tion: ‘With your present experience, what 
would you have wished to be told in your first 
week in the Army?’ 

4. We feel that the vital thing is to build up 
the best possible team of keen men, and to take 
the jobs of service as they present themselves, 
rather than attempt to create them. Our experi- 
ence is that the right men are only too keen to 
do something extra, and from week to week they 
bring forward suggestions—not always deemed 
practicable by the Team as a whole, but all show- 
ing that they have'a share of the Toc H spirit. 


For Service Members and Teams 


It is not every member on active service 
with the Forces who feels himself able to 
start a Toc H team in the unit off his own 
bat, as a good many bold spirits have already 
done. But here are two simple things which, 
if regularly done, would help very greatly 
in the building up of Toc H in war-time and 


in the work of the Services Department : 

I. When you join a Service unit or when vou 
are moved, report to the Chaplain, tell him you are 
a member of Toc H and ask whether there are 
other members with whom he can put you in 
touch. Remember, two men are sometimes more 
than twice one, when a job lias to be tackled! 

2. If you are able to start a Toc H Team, or 
are thinking of starting one, in vour unit, let the 
Toe H Area staff (if you can get in touch) or the 
Services Secretary (Lt.-Col. Greenfield) at H.Q., 
47, Francis Street, London, S.W.1, know about it. 
They need the information, and they wil! do what 
thev can to help. 


Personal 

We welcome Garner FREESTON, on rejoin- 
ing H.Q. Staff. Howarn Dunnett has 
arrived in Iceland, and Rev. SHawn HERRON 
(Greenock) has sailed to join him. Services 
Clubs: Bos and Mrs. Sawers have gone to 
York; Padre Bos Watson to Plymouth; 
Rurrnr Biss to Portsmouth, as Wardens. 
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“GIVE US THE TOOLS” 


HE Central Executive regret that owing 
to the paper situation it is not possible 
to publish the Annual Report in its usual form 
this year. They have, however, given instruc- 
tions for the prinüng of a limited number of 
copies of Accounts and Balance Sheets for 
the year ended October 31, 1941, which will 
be sent to Central Councillors and Area Offi- 
cers and will be available for inspection at 
Toc H Headquarters and all Toc H Marks. 
A brief summary is set out below. 


Toc H Incorporated—General Funds 

The Income and Expenditure Account 
shows an excess of Income over Expenditure 
for the year amounting to £597. Income 
from membership Subscriptions and Unit 
Contributions has decreased during the year 
by £1,175. The actual income from these 
two sources was £5,856, which is a substan- 
tial part of our total income of £19,597, and, 
in view of the fact that the greater part of 
our Membership is serving in H.M. Forces, 
reflects great credit on the efforts of our Mem- 
bership and the remaining Units. 

The total ordinary expenditure (i.e. exclud- 
ing Marks) remains approximatcly the same 
but the excess of Expenditure over Income 
in maintaining the Marks has been reduced 
from £3,998 in 1939/40 to £2,707 in 1940/41. 
This deficit, which is included in the general 
accounts, is arrived at after placing a further 
sum of £4,000 to Repairs and Renewals Re- 
serve Account. 


War Services Funds 

The Income for the year totalled £43,416, 
and of this sum £42,359 has been spent in 
administration and development of work in 
the various branches of H.M. Forces, includ- 
ing the establishment and maintenance of 
Services Clubs at home and overseas. 

The credit balance of £1,057 on the year’s 
accounts, which is carried forward to help 
meet commitments for 1941/42, was brought 
about by the splendid response to the Chair- 
man's Broadcast Appeal in August, 1941, 
producing donations totalling £12,502, all of 
which is included in these Accounts. 

THe CHIEF ACCOUNTANT. 
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The Revenue Committees 


A glance at the state of our two main 
Accounts, those for Toc H Incorporated and 
for Toc H War Services shows that with re- 
gard to Income and Expenditure we are barely 
keeping our heads above water. This situa- 
tion, when considered in conjunction with the 
many indications, continually before us, of all 
the constructive work there is to do now in 
connection with War Services, and the stil] 
greater constructive effort which we shall, in 
all probability, be called upon to make at the 
end of hostilities, does not allow us to be com- 
placent. We want larger balances, indeed 
heavy balances, on both these Accounts, and 
we must lose no time in getting to work to 
achieve these by every available means. 

- With this in view a Central Revenue Com- 
mittee has been established in London under 
the chairmanship of Lord Crarenpon, on 
which the following are kindly serving :— 

Miss H. Bensow. 

Col. Sir Grorrrey Byass. 
Major D. S. CAMPBELL. 
Col. W. H. CARVER. 
Brian Dickson. 

A. C. EDGAR. 

W. A. Foye. 

The Hon. Mrs. Leste GAMAGE. 
Sir KENNETH HARPER. 

J. Harrison. 

Mrs. EpmMunp Horne. 
Lady Kinpers ey. 

W. J. Lake Lake. 

Rev. H. LEGGATE. 

Lady PLENDER. 

Lord Saye anp SELE. 
H. Carron ScRYMGEOUR. 
SypNEY WALTON. 

A. P. Youna. 

Wm. J. Hawkey, the Bursar, and Major 
Paul Slessor, his Assistant, are now forming 
Area Revenue Committees, to work in colla- 
boration with the Central Committee, and it 
is our hope that the great body of member- 
ship of Toc H in the Areas will feel that it 
should and can help with the formation and 
work of these local Committees. 

Tue Hon. ADMINISTRATOR. 


CHRISTIAN VOCATION —IIZ. 


I? is a merc platitude to say that only Chris- 

tianity can bring order and sanity out of 
the present chaos. We must recognisc that 
Christianity is a personal matter and that each 
Christian has a personal responsibility. Pro- 
pagandists of any political ideology which had 
as many fervent supporters as there are 
utterly sincere Christian disciples in this 
country would expect to win, first, their own 
country, and then probably the greater part 
of the world. They certainly would not be 
content with defensive action. Jesus said of 
His Church that the gates of Hell should not 
prevail against it. This suggests a picture of 
the Church attacking the strongholds of evil. 
Instead, the Christian religion has come to be 
associated with church services and Sunday. 
It is not believed by many to have any vital 
relationship with the workaday world. Sun- 
day has become a Maginot Line within which 
Christians are prepared to fight a bitter de- 
fensive action. The time will soon come when 
the forces of evil will not trouble to attack 
this position. We must therefore go all out for 
weck-day Christianity. 


Mobilising Christian Forces 

After the war men, and, in some churches, 
women also, will be needed for the Christian 
ministry. Others will be required for full- 
time service in such bodies as the Y.M.C.A., 
the Y.W.C.A., the Salvation Army, the 
Church Army and Toc H. There will doubt- 
less be openings for a large number of lay 
missionary workers in other fields of service, 
but, when these needs have been met, and 
when effective leadership has been provided 
for churches, the Christian forces in the land 
will still be only partially mobilised. Full 
mobilisation will only be achieved when all 
Christian men and women recognise that they 
are on duty in all relationships of life and not 
only when engaged in so-called Christian acti- 
vities. A group of Christian people drawn 
from a wide area of experience and thought 
has been meeting at intervals to discuss ways 
and means of accomplishing this task. Be- 
lieving that we must organise for week-day 
Christianity as carefully as we have already 


W eek-day Religion 


done for Sunday worship, those who form this 
group are committing themselves to the task 
of recruiting men and women for Christian 
service, and helping them to become efficient. 


A Faith for Living 

I will give one illustration of the kind of 
opportunity presented to Christian people by 
the present situation. Within a decade Hitler 
has created a mighty army of young men and 
women ready to dare all things for the sake 
of the faith that is in them. We may scorn , 
their faith but we shall be wise if we recog- 
nise that it has some of the qualities of a reli- 
gion. When this war ends we must not make 
the mistake of thinking only in terms of the 
returned service men. We must realise the 
importance of boys and girls, and, through 
them, set to work to build for the future. We, 
also, can create in a decade a mighty force 
of young men and women who will be pre- 
pared to live for a faith. It will be a different 
faith from that of the German Youth. [t will 
be the Christian Faith, and those who are 
committed to it will glory in the fact that 
they are members of a minority movement 
which will, as so often before, save the world 
in the hour of its extremity. 


The Christian Teacher 


It is widely recognised to-day that in this 
country many boys and girls are arriving at 
maturity without any but the vaguest know- 
ledge of Christianity. Very much is being 
done to remedy this state of affairs. Chris- 
tian leaders are reaching agreement about 
religious education, and, as a result, agreed 
syllabuses are being provided. Toc H mem- 
bers who are interested in youth work would 
do well to purchase the Cambridge Syllabus 
of Religious Education. Christian instruc- 
tion, however, will not, in itself, stop the 
growth of paganism. Religion has to be 
caught as well as taught. It is an infection 
which is spread by contagion as a result of 
mixing with Christian men and women. We 
must, therefore, make it clear that God calls 
young men and women to the teaching pro- 
fession as surely as He calls them to the Chris- 
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tian ministry. For such teachers religious 
education will not be merely a subject in the 
curriculum, but will be the inspiration of 
every subject and of every activity. 


‘The Service of Youth’ 


Furthermore, we must recruit men and 
women for full-time and part-time service 1n 
youth clubs and centres. The Government 
of this country has long paid lip service to the 
importance of youth. It is now prepared to 
act. As a result, both now, and after the 
war, the Government is prepared to spend 
money and energy on the nurture of youth. 
Whether this spells disaster or opportunity 
for Christianity depends upon the faithfulness 
of those who call ante Christians. 

To-day only a minority of young people are 
associated with religious bodies or existing 
voluntary organisations. The churches are 
awakening to their responsibilities towards 
their own boys and girls. Other young people 
will probably be gathered into youth centres 
or movements set up and financed by National 
or Local Government bodies. Full-time and 
part-time youth leaders will be required in 
great numbers. These movements will not 
necessarily provide for religious activities. It 
is our business to provide efficient leaders 
whose lives and influences will be Christian, 
whether or not opportunity for religious acti- 
vities is allowed. Their great task will be to 
spread the faith by lives that are ‘ different ' 
and to respond to such openings as are pro- 
vided by the young people themselves. Much 
remains to be done to make adequate train- 
ing available for such leaders. In addition 
to the provision of thorough training for full- 
time youth work there must also be many 
centres at which training courses for short 
periods can be given, and others at which 
evening training classes can be provided. 


Christians and Society 


I have dealt at some length with youth 
work because it is of such tremendous stra- 
tegic importance. I recognise that the most 
that some of us can do is to try to influence 
others more fitted than we are to undertake 
such work. Every one of us, however, 
can play his part in some way in the 
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struggle for a more Christian Britain. All 
those whose daily work promotes human well- 
being can serve God and their fellows whilst 
earning their daily bread. 

We need many men and women who will 
become doctors, administrators, scientists and 
engineers because God calls them to these 
and other forms of labour. There are unfor- 
tunately very many men and women who are 
engaged in dull and unlovely toil because no 
other opportunity has presented itself. Others 
again work at tasks in which they feel unable 
to take any pride, and which may, in fact, be 
harmful to the community as a whole. Such 
folk have special duties laid upon them. They 
may feel themselves to be imprisoned by an 
evil system from which there is no escape, but 
they must refuse to allow the spirit of this 
system to rule their lives. Within the limita- 
tions imposed upon them they must seek in 
their relationships with their fellows to wit- 
ness daily to a new and better spirit. Outside 
their hours of work they must think and pray 
and act to change the conditions that have 
imprisoned them. Every Christian ought to 
be interested in Local or National politics 
because it is the Will of God that we should 
create a human society in which His call can 
come generation after generation to the 
youth of the community. It is blasphemy 
that Christians so often acquiesce in a society 
in which, for economic reasons, the majority 
of young people have little opportunity to 
discover how God intended them to use their 
lives. It is our business to create that change 
of spirit in the community, without which 
any change of system will be futile. Thus, 
when Christians sit on employers’ federations 
and on trade union committees they ought to 
regard themselves as Christian representatives, 
When others are concerned in political acti- 
vities their real aim ought to be the building 
of the City of God. God has a purpose for 
His world. His purpose is being worked out 
in spite of the resistance of the powers of 
darkness. We can, we must, co-operate with 
Him. If membership of Toc H does not lead 
to such co-operation it is failing in its 
purpose. 

HERBERT LEGGATE. 
(To be continued). 


A VOICE .FROM BURMA 
Guns through Arcady : Burma and the Burma Road. By Robert Slater. Angus & Robertson, 


Sydney and London, 1941. 


God and Human Suffering. By R. H. L. Slater. Epworth Press, 1941. 5s. 


OME members at home, especially in the 

Northern Area, will still be able to picture 
Bob Slater as he lived in Mark XVIII, New- 
castle, in its carly days, from 1925 to 1929— 
the genial figure of Mr. Pickwick, Junior, 
always ready to discuss any subject and, when 
not speaking or disputing, often to be found 
writing. He went out, with his wife, to a 
church, and as a don to the University, in 
Rangoon, and several books have flowed from 
his pen. Here are the two latest, both, in 
their several ways, extremely topical at this 
moment, 

We have no very recent first-hand news 
from Bob, but the Hon. Secretary of Ran- 
goon Branch wrote last November: “ R. H. 
L. Slater has just returned from leave in Aus- 
tralia, via Singapore, and is posted as Chap- 
lain at a Divisional Headquarters up-coun- 
try.” We may therefore suppose that he was 
well in the saddle of his new job when the 
present crisis in Burma developed and that 
he has been on very active service recently. 
His old friends at home will surely remem- 
ber him now with anxiety and good hope. 
Of the work of a Chaplain to the Forces, he 
writes admirably in a chapter of the first of 


these two books: 

“When I was told," he says, ' that my new 
job was to bring me among soldiers, and that T 
would be essentially a military chaplain, my 
heart went into my boots. For six years I 
had lived in the shelter of a university, I was 
very donnish, and full of ideas which I felt might 
be anathema to my military parishioners... . 
I could see myself being kicked out in a couple 
of months. So little did I understand at that time 
the real mentality and character of the British 
officer to-day.” 

He goes on to say some sensible things 
about religion in the Army, not sparing the 
vexed question of compulsory church parades. 
It looks as though he quickly ‘made his 


number.’ 
* * * 

Guns through Arcady was published in 
Australia, while its author was on leave there; 
the preface is dated from Adelaide in March, 
1941. But it “ is based mainly on a diary,” 


he tells us, “ written at intervals during the 
last two years. Most of the writing was done 
in a train” (how like Bob!) “between 
Maymyo and Lashio." As you might expect 
from this, it starts out as a cheerful, go-as-you- 
please kind of book, full of pen-pictures of a 
country and a people to which the writer has 
clearly lost his heart, with interesting facts, 
touches of travel humour and serious reflec- 
tions well mixed on the page. It quickly 
leads the reader into an atmosphere of lovely 
country and charming people (the book is 
dedicated to a bunch of them, with names like 
Sayo Po San and Captain Tin Hla), an ideal 
atmosphere for lotus-eating, if one has 
nothing better to do. But Bob had plenty to 
do, teaching and ministering to a variety of 
folk, not to mention taking his small son to 
school far up in the Shan States, along the 
famous Burma Road. And as the narrative 
goes on, it tightens up before the growing 
menace of war, until it ends in the diary of 
fateful September, 1939, a chapter called 
“Escape no more," and in a dead-serious 


epilogue. On September 1 he writes: 

'* Tt has been a week of grey suspense, for there 
is nothing to do here but wait and listen. . . At 
the moment ordinary men and women are so sane 
and decent. They have a kindly thought for the 
few Germans in our midst. It is only the talk 
of the prophets that huris, the moralizers. God 
punishing the wicked earth! God forgive their 
blasphemy. It is a torture to think that many 
regard this as the ‘ religions,’ the ‘ Christian ' 
view. .. Or sneering at the pravers of human 
frailty. Of course they pray, because they are 
frightened. Of course it is weak. But I feel sure 
the God I know has a mind for frightened 
prayers How I both hate and love my Church 
at such a time! Hate it for its foolish prattle, 
liate the whole business of lace and frills and 
petty clerical squabbles and disguised egoisms 
and, above all, its futility. And yet love it, be- 
cause, in spite of all this, it calls vo a ministry 
and slows the way of duty at this present, and a 
light of hope beyond. . .” 


* * * * 
God and Human Suffering was ready for 
the press, it seems, in the second month of the 


war. It " is written from Maymyo, a frontier 
station on the borders between Upper Burma 
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and the Shan States, where the world is 
strangely quiet and peaceful in these days of 
war.” Living, as the author says, “ as it were, 
on the skyline of the world’s tragedy, looking 
across the plains and the seas to the misery we 
can do so little to prevent or relieve,” he dedi- 
cates his book already “to all those whose 
faith in Almighty God has been shaken by 
the suffering of this present time.” Since 
then war has struck Burma full in the face. 


In the brief compass of 150 pages this book 
tackles one of the oldest and most obstinate 


of all problems—the ‘ Problem of Pain.’ 

'" Why does God allow this war to happen? 
Behind that a series of other questions, each a 
stab to shallow complacence : Why doesn’t God 
step in and prevent it? Why does He do nothing 
in the face of so much suffering? Why is there 
pain in the world at all? They are questions 
which have vexed the mind of man for centuries, 
questions which men will continue to ask, ques- 
tions which all those who dare to speak in the 
name of God must recognise and try to answer. 
As a Christian minister, I was bound to attempt 
my best." 


The road he chooses is to open the Book 
of Job, not to hide behind Job so much as to 
travel alongside him. He discards the 
" happy ending," which leaves Job better off 
than before his disasters began, as something 
added, perhaps by another hand, to suit popu- 
lar taste. He tries to face the stark problem 


of a man, righteous beyond a shadow of 
doubt, who is prostrated by blow after blow 
of suffering and loss, mocked by his friends, 
tempted to blaspheme, and yet who can say 
“ Though He slay me, yet will I trust Him.” 
Through his pain Job discovers God in a new 
and deeper way; in spite of his pain he says 
firmly “ It is good for me to draw near unto 
God." And here is his triumphant 
conclusion : 

Then Job answered the Lord, and said... 

(Formerly) I had heard of Thee bv the hearing 

of the ear; 

But now mine eye seeth Thee. 

The book tries frankly to state the difh- 
culties, and gives us the “ Christian starting- 
point " and “some attempted explanations” 
of the problem of pain and evil. But is there 
an answer? The writer has to say: 

“In the present state of knowledge we can 
offer no explanation which satisfies all criticism 
and removes all doubts. The problem, therefore, 
is not solved. What is more, can we ever expect 
that it will be? " 

Torn from its context that paragraph might 
seem to spell despair. The reader will find 
that it does nothing of the kind. For the 
book goes on to show us "the ground of 
faith " and how we should face reality, even 
if that means such agony as is spread at this 
moment over mankind. B. B. 


À STATION TEAM 


PauL Sanverson, formerly the energetic Secretary of a London unit of Toc H and, before 
joining the R.A.F. a worker in two of our Services Clubs, modestly describes a highly 


successful venture in which he was the prime mover. 


ee JF you think you can do any good, then 

go ahead and if I can help you in any 
way, let me know." These words, coming as 
they did from the Station Chaplain, meant 
that the necessary sanction to endeavour to 
bring Toc H on to yet another Air Force Sta- 
tion had been obtained. Naturally difficulties 
in their dozens loomed up ahead but gra- 
dually they were conquered and within a 
couple of weeks, Toc H R.A.F. held their 
inaugural meeting. It was a joyful affair; 
many things were planned, some of which 
have actually materialised. Leaders were 
“ detailed "—in as kind a way as possible— 


60 


EN 


but naturally the ideal bloke for secretary was 
our friend from the Orderly Room. After all 
he was the only one who could use a type- 
writer. 

Thus, on to an R.A.F. Station, situated 
many miles from any reasonable size town on 
the bleak West Coast of Scotland, came the 
spirit of Toc H. But that was some time ago 
now—much has happened and many fellows 
have passed through this training centre since 
those days, and consequently the contacts the 
team has been able to make have been 
numerous and of a varied nature. The coming 
of each new fellow has brought new ideas. 


For instance, in the early days came the songs, 
and even now Green Grow the Rushes Ho 
always brings back memories of that laughing 
lanky ' prep-school ' master who found such 


jokes—he still does it—much to our delight. 
(We are happy to reproduce one of his posters 
heretwith.—Enp.) Then Bill from Dumbarton 
(he left the University to become a Pilot) and 


tremendous delight i in conduct- 
ing the team in their singing 
efforts. The going of Jerry and 
of his pals—Paddy, who at one 
time toured the country selling 
a famous beer, and Tom, a 
great lad from Jersey, wis 
would speak on “ good autho- 
rity’? on any subject from the 
classics to pig-breeding, left a 
gap; but by now the team was 
under way. Our meetings 
were good; the desire to do 


something had resulted in vari- 


Naturally, : TOCH 


ous Toc H jobs. 
one’s scope on a R.A.F. Station 
isn't that of a unit at home, but, 
nevertheless, one noticed regu- 
lar visits to the Station Sick 
Quarters and a Saturday after- 
noon often saw our noble Sec. 
wandering round the wards of 
a Military Hospital. (Where he 
got the cigarettes from is his 
own business!). The washing- 
up party in a local Church of 
Scotland Canteen was supple- 
mented by Toc H men, and 
onc heard stories of cleaning-up 
parties. A late Post Box also 
appeared on the scene, and very 


shortly afterwards a Hut in the NS Be. 

: 2 RES x ? 
Camp, complete with radio, NRIN 
armchairs, etc. (won by the 


Station Chaplain — now unit Padre — from 
the P.S.L) proudly displaying a sign board 
me ocerles 

It will be appreciated that a moving per- 
sonnel, such as a station of this nature has, 
tends to play havoc with the smooth working 
of the team, but, nevertheless, numbers kept 
pretty consistently in the region of twenty, 
and by this time, too, we had welcomed, 
members of our family from various parts 
of the world. A new draft brought with it a 
new blessing in the shape of Eric, whose 
peace-time job was drawing cartoons and 
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with his joining the team came new ideas of 
service. A weekly gramophone recital in he 
hut was already under way, and proving 
extremely successful; anything up to 50 fel- 
lows spend a couple Br hours listening to such 
records as Beethoven's Fifth Symphony. The 
need of a Debating Society on the camp was 
seen— it was born and has grown into almost 
unexpected size. Like the musical evenings, 
ir is run by a committee, clected from the 
interested fellows themselves, and Toc H 
stands ready in the background, should 
wholesale postings cause a catastrophe. These 
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debates have become one of the most discus- 
sed topics on the camp and the panel of 
speakers have included, besides the Station 
Commander and the local Scottish Minister, 
the lady helpers of the Church Hut. 

And while these activities increase around 
us, the tcam grows ever stronger in fellow- 
ship and understanding. Men's friendship 1s 
being won and used to the benefit of others. 
Pill, discussing Toc H recently, said how 
much the fellowship of the team had meant 


to him—how exceedingly happy it had made 
him—how much clearer it had shown him 
his God. A few hours later, he had joined the 
Elder Brethren, having lost his life in a flying 
accident. : 

And as this now firmly-established team 
gathers round its newly-presented rushlight, 
it thinks of Bill and many others like him— 
men who have done much to make this world 
a morc beautiful place—and it is resolved 
that their efforts will not be in vain. 


THE COLLEGE OF THE SEA 


MEN (and women) “ that go down to the 
£ sca in ships " and who wish to take up 
some form of study, whether as a hobby, or 
for its own interest, or for serious education 
with a view to advancement, are under a 
peculiar disadvantage—owing to the time 
spent on voyages, it is difficult if not impos- 
sible for them to attend any course of classes 
as a landsman can, or to borrow the books 
they wish to read, or to obtain regular advice 
from experts as to their courses of reading or 
study. Where can they go, and whom can 
they consult? The College of the Sea offers 
to every seafarcr—man, woman, or boy—in 
the Royal Navy or Merchant Service, the best 
advice and tuition that can be obtained, by 
means of correspondence courses between the 
scafarer and an expert, even to the extent of 
courses of instruction which may last several 
years. The only condition is that the student 
shall be as keen to learn as the tutor is to help 
him. 

The relationship between the tutor and 
pupil is a personal one, the course being adap- 
ted to the requirements of the pupil. As no 
tutor takes on more than three students, and 
many have only one, each pupil is given indi- 
vidual and interested attention. The College 
has about fifty advisers of studics and over 
300 tutors, all of whom give thcir services. 
The list of advisers would grace any Univer- 
sity. One has only to quote (for example) the 
names of Sir Richard Livingstone for Classics, 
Sir Hugh Allen for Music, Professor Tre- 
velyan for History, Professor Hardy for 
Mathematics, or Dr. Spencer Jones for Astro- 
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nomy, to sec this. Almost any subject under 
the sun is available from the most elementary 
spelling and arithmetic to post-graduate 
courses. The only exceptions are strictly 
technical subjects such as seamanship, or wire- 
less telegraphy. Advice is also available on 
hobbies and physical fitness. Books can be 
borrowed through the College, and the fee 
for a course is the nominal one of 10/6, which 
can be paid in instalments, and so is within 
the reach of the poorest ship’s boy. Guidance 
is also given on the education of children of 
seamen, for this can be a specially difficult 
matter for men who may be away from home 
for months at a time, The chief adviser for 
this branch of the work of the College is a 
former Permanent Secretary to the Board of 
Education. 

This is a form of Service which should be 
of interest to any member of Toc H, and 
fuller particulars would gladly be given, or 
a copy of the Handbook sent, on application 
to the Seafarers’ Education Service at Selwyn 
House, Endsleigh Street, London, W.C.r. 
They also publish a very attractive quarterly 
magazine, The Seafarer, price 6d. Some who 
have the qualifications might feel they would 
like to help by becoming tutors, whilst others 
who are on the high seas might think of con- 
tacting the College for advice on any subject 
in which they are interested. The work of 
the College has the full approval of the 
Admiralty, who have issued a Fleet Order 
drawing the attention of officers and men of 
the Royal Navy to the opportunities provided. 

Aan F. MACKENZIE. 


The Staff in Prison 


N the Jourwat of September-October, 1940, 

we were able to reproduce a group of ofh- 
cer prisoners taken in Oflag IX A, which gave 
recognisable portraits of Rex Calkin and 
Padre Austen Williams. Now we reproduce 
a photograph lately received from Ilag VIII, 
which shows Reg Staton (on the extreme left), 
looking very much himself. He writes: 

“ Here is a snap, which gives you some idea 
of what I’m doing most days. "The boxes repre- 
sent Scottish and English Red Cross parcels and 
the tin of * Klim’ in front of ine is from a Cana- 
dian parcel, Iam very interested in the voluntary 


job I'm doing, as it makes if possible to meet 
most of the men in camp during the week. . ." 


The List 


There are the following additions to the list 
of 182 members who are prisoners of war, 
bringing the number up to 202: 

H. M. DrARD (Tpr.; Western Area Br.), No. 
7892987, Campo 52, Poste Militare 3100, Italy. 

A. K. Brown (Cpl., N.Z.A.S.C.; Auckland Br., 
N.Z.), Stalag VIII D. 

T. A. CRAWFORD (Licut., Cameron Hdrs.; Oflag 
VI B Gr.), No. 1278, Oflag VI B. 


R. S. Evans (L/Sergt, E. Surrey Regt.; 
Malmesbury-Westport Br.), No. 16926, Stalag 
VII B. 

L. C. FnavriNG (Pte., N.Z.A.S.C.; Auckland Br., 
N.Z.). 

Rt. Rev. G. F. GERARD (S.C.F.; Bishop of 


Waiapu, Auckland Region General Member, N Z.). 


OUR PRISONERS OF WAR 


Em 


Ww. W. Gook (Capt., A.LF.; Oflag VI B Gr.), 
Oflag VI B. 

E. W. E. GouGH (Sergt., R.A.F.; Wonford Gr.), 
No. 24380, Stalag VIII B. 

T: R. GRIFFITHS (Sergt., 5th Field Regt., N.Z.), 
No. 1—?—? 

W. K. Larne (Capt., 8th Sherwood Foresters; 
Oflag VI B Gr.), No. 220, Oflag VI B. 

C. Lister (Lt.-Col.; Oflag VI B Gr), Oflag 
IX A/H. 

J. €. LurENER (Lieut., R.A.S.C. ; Oflag VI B Gr.), 
No. 3691, Oflag VI B. 

WwW. W. Mune (Lient., R.E.; Oflag Vi B Gr.), 
No. 3448, Oflag VI B. 

J. L. M. Moss (Lieut., R.A.S.C.; Oflag VI B 
Gr.), No. 234, Oflag VI B. 

D. R. OaKLEY-HILL (Lt.-Col.; Oflag VI B Gr.), 
No. 402, Oflag VI B. 2 

J. Norton (Pte., A.LF.; Toc H Australia), No. 
QX 5288, Capua, Italy. 

L. PaRRINGTON (Brigadier, R.A.; Oflag VI B 
Gr.), No. 316, Oflag IX A. ; 

J. R. Piccorr (Lt.-Col., R.E.; Oflag VI B Gr.), 
No. 140, Oflag IX A. 

H. Rowe (Lieut.; Oflag VI B Gr.), Oflag VI B. 

A. C. WRIGHT (Capt., Salvage Unit; Oflag VI B 
Gr.), No. 1538, Oflag VI B š 

Correction: B. H. BONHAM-CARTER'S camp Is 
Ilag VIII (not Ilag XIII as misprinted in list in 
March JOURNAL). ‘ 

Changes: G. Carr's address is now Campo 78, 
Poste Militare 3300, Italy. 

J. F. JaRvin’s address is now Stalag IX C (S0F.). 

Members moved from Oflag VI B to Oflag IX 
A/H: Gdsmn. D. Antz, Major R. S., BURNELL, 
Lt.-Col. ELLISON-MACARTNEY, Lt.-Col. D. FRAZER, 
Lt.-Col. G. M. Gamle, Pte. N. Gray, Col. R. T. 
HoLLAND, Sergt. W. F. Horr, Lt.-Col. F. J. 
Morris, Major F. D. TOPHAM. 
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THE ELDER 


Beacu.—On December 28, F. W. Beacn, 
a member of Worthing Branch. Elected 
10.5. '38. 

BnoswNLEE.—On March 1, Roserr Brown- 
LEE, a founder member of Dalton-on-Furness 
Branch. Elected 28.8.’30. 

Campion.—In February, Dennis H. Cam- 
pion, a member of Bramhall Branch. Elected 
23.7.28. 

. Dasss.—On February 8, WILLIAM ARTHUR 
Dages, aged 88, senior member of Harborne 
Branch. Elected 1.1.’29. 

Duxr.—Killed in action, RonaLp WALTER 
Dux, Sergt., R.A.F. 

Fintayson.—In February, Dowatp FINLAY- 
son, aged 51, a member of Crewe Branch. 
Elected 29.11.34. 

Gutnriz.—In February, Councillor J. R. 
Gurnriz, aged 79, a member of Cudham 
Branch. Elected 1.10.'30. 

PnawKETT. — On February 7, ALFRED 
PnawxETT, aged 61, a member of Selby 
Branch. 


Ross.—Reported missing in action on Junc 


BRETHREN 


11, 1941, now reported killed (buried at sea, 
December 2, 1941), Doucras G. Ross, Sergt.- 
Pilot, R.A.F., a member of Bristol Branch. 
Georce ADAM SMITH, a President since 1925. 

SmirH.—On March 3, the Very Rev. Sir 
Elected 16.4.'40. 

Tittey.—Reported missing in October, 
i941, now believed killed, MicnagL W. 
Tittty, R.A.F., a volunteer from Rio de 
Janciro Branch, Brazil. Elected 31.10.'37. 

VixcENT-Daviss.—On February 10, while 
fire-watching, the Rev. Linpsay ViNcENT- 
Daviss, late Padre of Mark XX, London. 
Elected 1922. 

VintNER.—On January 28, Percy Jonn 
Vintner, aged 71, a member of Haywards 
Heath Branch. Elected May, ’25. 

WurrEHonN.—On February 6, Warren E. 
WnHhirEHORN, a member of Scottish Central 
Area. Elected 6.5.31. 

WirLMER.—In December, GEORGE WILLMER, 
|: member of the former Bradford-on-Avon 
Group. (His son, a Probationer, was killed 
on active service in the R.A.F. in October). 


HIGH FLIGHT 


The writer of this soaring sonnet was a young Pilot 
of the Royal Canadian Air Force, recently killed in action, 
The Journa zs grateful for permission to print it. 


H, I have slipped the surly bonds of Earth 
— And danced the skies on laughter-silvered wings, 
Sunward I’ve climbed, and joined the tumbling mirth 
Of sun-split clouds, and done a hundred things 
You have not dreamed of—wheeled and soared and 


swung 


High in the-sunlit silence. Hov’ring there, 
Pve chased the shouting wind along, and flung 
My eager craft through footless halls of air. 


Up, up the long, delirious, burning bluc - 
I've topped the wind-swept heights with easy grace 
Where never lark, or even eagle, flew— 
And, while with silent lifting mind I’ve trod 
The high untrespassed sanctity of space, 
Put out my hand and touched the face of God. 


Jonn G. Macr, Jr. 


